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with an accordion is hired. He sits in the centre, with the
instr.uctress close at hand, and the children dance round in a
large circle.
Dramatic work is carried on with children of all ages. For the
very young there is a combined dramatic and puppet circle.
They find this work with older children more difficult. The
problem here is not only to help in self-expression, but to give
them knowledge, to make them " dramatically literate," to read
and understand plays. This is apparently not so attractive as
some other activities.
Story-telling has its own circle. Here the purpose is not only
to amuse, but to teach the children the right use and value of
words. Revolutionary stories, folk tales, and poetry are given to
the children. This work is found to be of considerable help in
school literature. Handicrafts include doll-making, clay model-
ling, and embroidery.
The intellectual tastes of the children are catered for by a
library and reading-room. Here specialists in story-telling,
actors, and authors will give readings. Political campaigns,
anniversaries, writers' jubilees, are made the occasion of talks
by well-known people. Children are encouraged to review books,
and they discuss writing with the authors. They are also advised
here on the best textbooks for their school work, and are helped
by a teacher to prepare for the term tests. Biology and astronomy
circles appeal to the scientifically minded child, while two rooms
are given up to the children with a constructive urge. There is a
wireless room, also used by the photographic circle, where
children mend, destroy, and make radio sets, which are later
inflicted on the home. The engineering room is very large. There
is the usual old engine which the children can take to pieces and
put together again. Some of the boys had made wooden motor-
cars of considerable size, which they propelled by pedals.
Others had made very good aeroplanes and engines. This was a
very busy room.
Collective mass work is also done with the children* They
are taken for excursions to various places—the museum, the

